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SUBJECT: MONTHLY PRISON VISITS 

REF: STATE 208873 

1 . PRISON VISITS POSE MINIMAL PROBLEM FOR MISSION SINCE 
CASES OF DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT OF AMERICANS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA ARE FEW AND IN MANY INSTANCES INVOLVE NO MORE THAN 
OVERNIGHT INCARCERATION FOR MINOR DRUG OFFENSES OR DISORDERLY 
CONDUCT. AT THE MOMENT, THERE ARE NO AMERICANS IN LONGER 
TERM IMPRISONMENT. WHEN THERE ARE SUCH PRISONERS, THEY ARE SEEN 
AT LEAST ONCE A MONTH OR, DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES, MORE 
FREQUENTLY. THEY ARE, OF COURSE, INITIALLY VISITED AS SOON 
AFTER ARREST AS POSSIBLE. 

2. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, JAILING OF AMERICANS IN TRANSKEI 
AND BOPHUTHATSWANA POSES SPECIAL PROBLEM, FIRST IN LEARNING 
OF THEIR DETENTION AND SECOND IN ASSISTING THEM. WE HAVE SO 
FAR HAD ONLY ONE KNOWN INSTANCE OF AN AMERICAN HELD IN 
THESE HOMELANDS-AN INDIVIDUAL DETAINED FOR SEVERAL 
HOURS IN TRANSKEI. WITH DEPARTMENT'S APPROVAL, WE WOULD 
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SEEK TO ARRANGE VISITS TO AMERICANS IMPRISONED IN TRANSKEI 
OR BOPHUTHATSWANA FOR MORE THAN A BRIEF PERIOD. 
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